Chamber Meeting

Wed May 18, 2011

Wincheslea Events

Present were : Owen Shortt, Pam Sherrer, Colin Pring, Ed Puddephatt, Sandie Puddephatt, Eric Duncan, Danny McMahon, Heather McMahon, Ken Arsenault, Louise Arsenault, Laura Fletcher

~ Minutes from previous meeting were not presented and acceptance will be moved to June meeting

~ Treasurers’ report was presented. Colin noted the drop in membership dues and how we should resubmit the membership form.  Motion to accept the treasurers’ report by Colin, seconded by Pam, carried

~ Registration – although John was not in attendance, it was agreed that we would complete a mail-out to all businesses who have not joined the Chamber yet.  This would take place immediately.

~ Business arising from the minutes. Colin presented his report on our Federal All-Candidates Debate held April 20th in South Mountain Ag Hall. This was done in partnership with the Dundas Federation of Agriculture, who also agreed to share some of the costs.  The evening  ran smoothly with Bill Smirle acting as moderator, assisted by Vince Zandbelt. With a total cost of the evening running $670, all felt it was a good event to sponsor and to be part of. It was also noted that because of the election results, wide margin of victory for the Conservatives, attendance was less than full.  It was also discussed about hosting a Provincial debate for this Oct 6th election.  Motion to go ahead with the Oct debate presented by Danny, seconded by Ken, motion carried.

~ Mayor Duncan reported that the Economic Development Officer’s position had received 28 applicants, which had been narrowed down to 10. Interviews would be held shortly with the position to be filled by the end of June. The Chesterville Waterfront were forming a committee similar to the Winchester Downtown Revitalization Committee to help with organizing events, 

landscaping and adding personal touches to complete the project.  It was also noted that they hope to host skating on the canal this winter as a regular winter activity.

~ Owen had hoped to open discussions on a policy of spending Chamber monies, however because Bill was not in attendance, it was felt that because he had worked on a draft proposal, this topic would be carried over to the June meeting.

~ it was reported that there would be a presentation on the development of high speed internet infrastructure here in North Dundas.  It would be held Tuesday May 24 at the Council meeting.

~ motion by Ed, seconded by Louise, motion carried, that the Chamber sponsor a graduating NDDHS student for $250 to a student looking to enter into business

~ next meeting would be Wednesday June 15th at 7:30 am (located to be determined)

