North Dundas Chamber of Commerce Minutes Wednesday May 20, 2009, 7:30 pm

Location – Winchester Travel
In attendance 

Pam Sherrer

Owen Short

John VanBruinessen
Chris Hart

Colin Pring

Annette Angus


Jim Angus

Eric Duncan

Gina Welsh (guest)

Owen opened the meeting by and introduced guest Gina Welsh, Diary Fest Co-coordinator, who spoke about the upcoming Dairyfest, Sat August 8.  They would like to have a Vender/Sidewalk sale and would like the Chamber members to participate.  It was suggested that Chamber members would not have to pay a fee to take part but non members would be charged a fee to sell.  The Dairyfest committee plan to have inflatables at the arena, and the Fireman would have a breakfast.  In case of rain they are considering moving the sale upstairs in the Community Centre, but a better suggestion would be to have a 20 x 24 rented tent.
They are planning on approaching Parmalot to see if they would conduct tours and open their store.  The focus for this years Dairyfest is the family.

Friday they would have a Teen and Youth Video Dance

Sat – A petting zoo, inflatables, a family amazing Race, Square dancing and a Barn Dance with Road House as the music.

Sun – Church in the park and Breakfast served by Town council.

Owen will survey the chamber members to see their response.

Eric Duncan spoke briefly about the letter sent from Gord Dean.  A complaint was made to the township and they had to respond to it as they have to address all complaints.  The two main issues addressed from the letter were 1. Building Permit and  2. Customer service by the township employees.

A copy of this letter was received by the Chamber of Commerce and Owen will respond.

Owen identified that we have 83 members including honorary, and there are 23 lapsed.

Owen spoke about the minutes being posted on the web to the exec with a link that they can read and then print.  Once approved the minutes will be made public on the web site.

John V motion to accept the minutes of the last meeting and have them posted – seconded by Chris H  - Carried

John V. Suggested that we list the Chamber members in alphabetical order followed by honorary members, then non members.

Suggested that it include name and location only.  Cost would be about $75 - $100 to set this up.  Owen has a data base to make this job easier.

Township has a data base from SDSG.

Owen to talk to township re having the logo changed on their web site from the left hand side to the right.

Owen spoke about the Chamber Corner in the Winchester Press and Chesterville Record at no cost to the Chamber for about 400 words
Our costs for the last insertion (listing chamber members) costs $450 for each newspaper, for a total of $900.
New members that have paid since that inserting will be included in the next chamber corner.

Colin P. gave the Treasurers report.  Our major expense has been the three fairs.  A discussion followed as to where we should spend our money.

We have allotted $2000. for the new signs.  Colin will make up a budget and send to Owen for distribution.

Owen is to check into grants with Lynne of SD & G Economic Development Office and invite her to one of our meetings.

Eric Duncan spoke on the Revitalization.  First Impressions with Alexander will be in June.  He spoke about a mural of Vince Vanbelts building with 40 x 20 panels depicting the 60th Anniversary of the Winchester Hospital.  These panels can be moved if necessary.

There is a $16,000 consultant’s fee.  David Lashly of Urban Planning for Revalorization.  
See about applying for a Grant.
Discussion about Chamber Bucks to donate rather than cash when asked for donations.

Moved by John V to adjourn.

Next meeting Wed. June 17 in the AM.  Owen to set location.
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