North Dundas Chamber of Commerce Minutes Wednesday April 14, 2009, 7:30 am

Location - Lois Restaurant – Chesterville

In attendance 

Pam Sherrer

Kim Smith

Owen Short

Lynn Ford – guest

Chris Hart

Colin Pring

Butch Oldford

John VanBruinessen

Lorna Boyce

Eric Duncan

Josee Villeneuve-Grant

Owen opened the meeting by reviewing the Names of the Executive.  He confirmed that Robin Morris of the Chesterville Record agreed to stand on the exec.  The bylaws were amended to increase the number of executive members as he indicated that we did not want to exclude anyone that was willing to volunteer.

Secretary report - As sent out by Kim Smith - Moved by John V, and seconded by Butch O.
– adapted.

Treasurers report – Updated financial report From January 1, 2009 to April 15, 2009 submitted by Colin Pring.  Moved by Colin P and seconded by Kim S. to accept financial report. – Carried.
Registration Report – by Kim S. Reported 66 paid members, 10 honorary, 27 lapsed.  Owen indicated that the best way to register is on line rather than hand written forms.  This eliminates extra work for our web masters and helps to avoid data entry errors made by questionable hand writing on the forms.
Own will send out an email identifying the lapsed members so each of us can approach these business about renewing.  He asked that each of us reply to his email and let him know who you are willing to speak with so we are not all approaching the same business.
A discussion followed regarding the listing of all North Dundas businesses on the web site.   John & Kim have the ability to list and indicate members and non-members on the site.  It was suggested that chamber members be identified and highlight separate from non members.
There was a discussion about having advertising in the Chesterville Record to promote the Chamber of Commerce and its members.  We are looking at the possibility of profiling each member depending on the cost and space allotted.

Lynn Ford of  “True Love in Christ Ministries” gave a presentation.

Her opening statement was to bring hope to the community by working together for the better of the community.  Their mandate is to bring hope to the hopeless, express the love of Christ in practical ways in our communities and abroad. They want to concentrate on helping people be successful and part of the community. She feels that our efforts will bring success and rewards.  She identified the different programs that are available.  She is looking for financial support to help cover the cost of a program called “Home with a heart” which is a homemaking school for single mothers.  Expenses occurred are for books and teachers.  
At this time they have outstanding costs of $1280.00 for this 12 week program which covers topics as
-  Planning for Success
-  Organize your Household

-  Finances and Paperwork

-  Cooking Made Easy

-  Recipes Made Easy


-  Time for mom

-  Hobbies


-  Parenting



-  Home Business

Other ways in which the chamber could offer are:

Be guest speaker if you are trained in specific areas of the course outline and advertising. 

Owen will circulate an email requesting a yes/no vote and the amount to be allotted if you indicate a yes.   
Eric Duncan reported that the Township is willing to pay for 50% of a $4,000 budgeted signage. Signs to be placed at the north and south ends of Highway 31 and the east and west ends of Highway 43.  A quote from Rob Saunders of Colonel Signs was $1000 per sign.  Suggestions were to keep it simple and possibly Welcome to North Dundas with the Township logo, Chambers logo and Hospital Logo.
Owen asked that we think about where do we want to spend our money.  This will be a discussion for our next meeting.
A discussion followed about revitalization for the down towns.  Lynne and Terry Bezner of

SD & G Economic Development office are willing to give a presentation regarding finances that are available.  It was suggested that we go to the local consumers for a survey about improving the area.  “First Impressions” where a community is partnered with another to evaluate and report on areas that could be improved is still a concideration.  A community similar to ours is Alexandria.
Our next meeting will be Wednesday May 20 in the evening.  Location to be determined. 
Motion to adjourn by Kim S, seconded by Chris H.
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