NORTH DUNDAS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
March 12, 2009
7:30 p.m.

MINUTES

Present:  Ken Boje, Kim Smith, Roy Sherrer, Pam Sherrer, Gerry Boyce, Dawn Cooper, Ted Ceelen, John Vanbruinessen, Colin Pring, Butch Oldford, Bruce Cowell, Chris Hart, Amanda Smith-Millar, Gordon MacHardie

1. Welcome and introductions.  Ken chaired this meeting as Owen was unavailable due to personal commitments.
2. Acceptance of Agenda

The Agenda was accepted as printed.
3. Minutes from previous meeting – there were no minutes available from the previous meeting.

4. Treasurer report:  Colin passed out copies of the 2008 Financial Report. 

It was moved by Colin and seconded by John that this report be accepted as presented









CARRIED

5. Registration Report:  Kim reported that at the present time we have 63 Active members, 10 Honorary members and 27 Lapsed members.  There was some discussion as to what is an honorary member.  It was explained that these are clubs or associations that are of a service nature.  As requested, Kim read out the names of these members.  It was explained that a lapsed member was a member from a previous year who has yet to pay their membership.
6. New Business:  Ken read a letter from Owen, who was unable to attend.  Below is his letter in its entirety.  

“Let me start by apologizing for not being present for tonight’s meeting as my wife is having surgery today.

As our term of office draws to a close, it is time to reflect on a production 2 years.  This group was instrumental in carrying a voice for business not only to our Municipal Government, but were front and centre with several local initiatives.  Your Chamber was a contributor to the Chesterville Medical Centre, sponsored the “green shopping bag” campaign and created a sub-committee to look at revitalizing the downtown core of the Village of Winchester.  With this Winchester revitalizing project we have opened channels with the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture office and the S.D. & G. Economic Development office.

Chamber dollars contributed to support the 3 local fairs in Chesterville, South Mountain and the Winchester Dairyfest.  Another initiative was to support the Chesterville Rotary “Pride of Workmanship” and the Winchester “Parade of Lights”; We also helped with the building of the monument erected by the Chesterville Legion to honor those who served our Country.

Your chamber had developed partnerships with Lions clubs in South Mountain and Winchester, with the Cornwall and Seaway Valley Tourism Association, the Chesterville Rotary Club and one that I personally feel is important to the future growth of our Township, the Dundas Federation of Agriculture.

With our Federal of Agriculture connection, during the last election we helped to bring the local Federal candidates to our Township to hear their platforms. 
A major accomplishment for the chamber has been our own Chamber website.  It has proven to be a useful tool in communicating with the members and in the future allow members to promote their products and services thru the web.

In moving forward, I see the biggest challenge facing our community is how to reach out to promote all of the tremendous assets that we have here in North Dundas.  With the exciting opening of the refurbished WDMH, I believe we need to let those looking to move out of Ottawa to a rural environment, that we are not only a welcoming community by more importantly one that is “open for business” with a variety of services and products at our doorstep.

I have always believed that we need to convince other business owners and their staff the importance of “shopping locally” and buying as many products from your business neighbour as possible.  And please don’t be afraid to ask the store owner if you are in looking for a specific product that you can’t find – are they able to order it in!

I believe we need to be more determined in helping our Municipal government to create that Vision for our Township.  Once that direction is set, only then can we work together to attain those goals.  During a recent study of the local business, it showed 89% of the business owners surveyed, also live in this community.  We all have lots to gain by a strong commercial base.

I have allowed my name to stand for nomination of the Chamber Executive and should someone wish to take on the roll of President of the Chamber I am willing to work with and continue to support the Chamber.” 

7. Website:  John explained that the website is up and running.  He also explained a few aspects of the website.  There was a concern raised, that there were some errors on the website.  John and Kim will look into this.  
8. Elections / Nominations:  Ken opened the floor for nominations for the 2009 North Dundas Chamber of Commerce.  The following people were nominated:

Owen Short

nominated by Ken




seconded by John

Kim Smith

nominated by John




seconded by Ken

Ken Boje

nominated by Butch




seconded by Gerry

Colin Pring

chose to let his name stand




seconded by Ken

Chris Hart

nominated by Butch




seconded by Bruce

Butch Oldford

nominated by Roy




seconded by Ken

John Vanbruinessen
chose to let his name stand




seconded by Ken

Pam Sherrer

nominated by Butch




seconded by Gerry

Gerry Boyce

nominated by Ken




seconded by Butch

Bill Smirle

chose to let his name stand




Seconded by Kim

All nominees agreed to let the nominations stand.









CARRIED

A meeting will be set up by Owen to determine positions.

9. By-law change – after some discussion it was moved by Butch and seconded by Pam to amend the By-laws to increase the number of members who can become part of the Executive.










CARRIED
10. Open Discussion:  Ken opened the floor for goals & directions for 2009.


John mentioned that proper signage depicting North Dundas should be a goal for 2009.  


Ken would like to see continued dialog with the Township, keeping the Chamber visible


Butch mentioned that he would like to see the revitalization sub-committee continue

Bruce would like to know if we can ask the Township to purchase locally


Ken mentioned it would be good PR if we can develop more regular relations with the media.  He feels the Chamber needs to be more visible.  Amanda from the Press – mentioned if they receive advance notice of an event they will do all they can to make sure it is covered.


Butch mentioned that the Chamber should advertise more in the local papers.  Also it was mentioned that it might be a good idea to list all of the members who are presently members of the Chamber.  It might stir up some competition with those who are not members as of yet.

11. Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. Motioned by Ted, seconded by Butch










CARRIED
3

