                            North Dundas Chamber of Commerce Meeting
             7:30 a.m., Wednesday, November 19, 2008 – Country Kitchen – Winchester
The meeting was called to order at 7:42 am., by Chairman Owen. Present were Ted Celen, Julia Ethier, Reg Murphy, Kimberley Smith, Butch Oldford, Jim Angus, Colin Pring, Chris Hart, Ken Arsenault, Louise Arsenault, Owen Short, Ken Boje, Bill Smirle. 
 The August Meeting approval was postponed until the next meeting.

No meetings were held during September & October

New Business:   i) The Chesterville and District Agricultural Society Cheque was not presented as no one had “claimed’ it.  Bill will ask an agr rep to contact Owen for the presentation and a photo op. ii) A motion by Colin, seconded by Ken was approved - that a wreath be supplied for the Winchester Remembrance Service. No other wreaths were requested.  iii)  The registration report was presented by Kim and the form for 2009 was discussed. Kim suggested that the best method of registering was by the computer, but it was agreed that a “hand-out” form on an 8 x 11 page – folded twice was an excellent way to advertise the Chamber. Owen, Kim and Bill volunteered to meet and develop the form for distribution and Kim would organize the printing.  iv)  The Business Breakfast Club (BBC) was discussed and Butch explained that it was an organized group that permitted only one business in a particular sector. There was a yearly charge, weekly breakfast meetings and each business supported the other by recommending the other members to prospective clients. (Perhaps there would be a dozen members – with one of each of a drywaller, a painter, an insurance person, a brick layer, etc.)   v)  A question was raised re sending e-mails to all, or to groups or with attachments. O wen will check with John.  vi)  Julie reported that the EOHU has now formed a Family Services Committee in North Dundas that will work to keep families in North Dundas – and has planned a Family Movie Night at the Old Town Hall on November 28th at 7:00 pm. It will be at a low cost per family and include popcorn and a drink.  vii)  A Few Volunteers is organizing the Parade of Lights starting at 6:00 pm. They need more volunteers, lots of floats and it was decided that merchants would be encouraged to give their support. Stores will be encouraged to be open after the parade, there will be ice sculpting at the main corner and it will start at the Township Office.  viii)   For the First Impressions Programme – we are partnered with Alexandria. Grants are available and Eric Duncan is assisting here. More info will follow   ix)   Chesterville Legion requested support for the new monument in Chesterville that will cost $36,750.00. A donation – the amount to be confirmed at the next meeting -  was approved on a motion by Butch, seconded by Bill.  x) Owen will look into having regular press releases for the Press and the Record re Chamber activities.  xi)   The “canvas bags” were discussed – there are 2700 left. More will be donated to Lazarus House and the Food Bank and others should be “shared” by selling or giving them to   those who purchased them originally (they re paid for now). Owen will distribute them. xii)   that: total income YTD is $5,594.08;  expenses YTD are $7,921.07;  total revenue over expenses( YTD  ($ 2,326,99); bank balance as of November 18, 2008  is  $3659.02. The report was approved on a motion by Colin , seconded by Bill.
There being no further items of business, the meeting was adjourned on a motion by Colin, seconded by Kim at 8:45 am.

****************************************************************************
There was a meeting called for December 17, 2008 at which there was not a quorum.
Present were: Jim Angus,  Annette Angus,  Pam Sherrer,  John Van Bruinessen,  Colin Pring,  Eric Duncan,  Owen Short
However, the following items were presented for information and are noted here:  1) Registration was discussed and it was decided that Registration information would be sent out and later we would decide on a special registration meeting. Also for a later decision will be a decision about personally contacting “slower responding” potential members. Other items will be considered such as early bird prizes for “early bird registrations”.  2) An e-mail vote will be held to consider a $ 250.00 contribution to the Chesterville Legion for their cenotaph.  3) Attendance for the Parade of Lights was quite good. Owen  reported  Downtown businesses  found shopping after the Parade was quite light. Also it was noted that throughout the day there was lots of intown activity, but not a lot of shopping activity.  4) The Ice Sculpting was a crowd pleaser, but if it had been “lit-up” it would have been excellent.
