            North Dundas Chamber of Commerce Meeting – 7:30 a.m., Wednesday, August 15, 2007
Chairman Owen called the meeting to order at 7:35 a.m.     Present were: Owen Shortt, 
 John Van Bruinessen, Colin Pring,  Jim Carty,  Kim Smith,  Ken Boje,  Robin Morris,  Eric Duncan, 

 Bill Smirle and guest Terry Bessner, Economic Development Officer  from   S. D. & G. Community Futures. 

The agenda  as circulated by Owen was approved by consenus  and the minutes were approved on a motion by Kim, seconded by Jim.

Business Arising:

i) Is there any additional information re location, liability of defibulators  (Owen)
ii) Although we agreed  that more “North Dundas Chamber” signs/brochures/handouts  with the web site address noted should be “more available” in North Dundas, we did not agree on  how this should happen.

iii) Owen, Jim & Bill had met and suggested for discussion an agenda re the proposed meeting with Council. These included:  a)  Transportation and Highway # 31;  b)  Hospital, roads, doctors, patients;   c)  Attracting new businesses and retaining the ones we have. (Are the rules/regulations that we have in our township supportive of  and encouraging for businesses?  eg. purchasing policies)      d)  Attracting new residents;     e)  Advertising our “highlights” in various publications;   f)  Council support for our Chamber  (verbal, written, financial);   g)  Chamber interaction with Council - should we:    plan to meet twice a year for a breakfast and an informal discussion of priorities;     attend Council Meetings;     make regular presentations to Council.

New Business:

1. Terry Bessner was officially introduced by  Chairman Owen and she  briefly described her  role  and encouraged us to keep her informed of our objectives and direction in North Dundas.  She was pleased to hear of our interest in encouraging businesses, working with Council , supporting our hospital and reviewing the importance of Light Rail and further developing  Highway # 31. She noted that the United Counties’ Council was given a presentation on Light Rail by one of the Mayor’s from Prescott-Russell and that Mayor Alvin Runnalls had agreed to represent North Dundas. (Our Mayor and Deputy Mayor did not report to our Council and Mayor Alvin was not able to attend the follow-up meetings).  Terry was thanked by Chairman Owen and  all present appreciated her comments.

2. The Meeting with North Dundas Council was organized and Owen and Bill were instructed to produce a letter for all councillors and Jo-Anne McCaslin , suggesting the meeting for Tuesday, September 10, 2007 from  6:00 - 6:45.  It was stressed in our discussion that we feel  it is very important for North Dundas have a vision that gives us firm direction for the future.  We decided that it was very important to have a limited number of topics on our agenda for the meeting with Council. It was decided that we would have as our topic “Economic Development”  and under this topic we would discuss:  a) Local initiatives Council is developing to retain and expand business;   b)  Public Relations & promoting our strengths ie. hospital, schools, recreation, rural living, and proximity to major centres;   c)  Transportation  -  major highway expansion, light rail, commuter service.  All of these to be reviewed under  1year/5 year/10 year/ 20 year plans for North Dundas.
3. Owen questioned why an out-of-township company was soliciting advertisement for a hospital booklet. (Bill ) 
4. For your information a copy of the letter sent to the Councillors is attached.
5. John reported that the we-site is progressing well, Robin is supplying pictures, Kim will enter our members, minutes should soon be uploaded.
6. Registration report is not in. what is our expectation and what can we do.
7. Treasurer’s Report. Total income year to date $5,124.12; total expenses year to date $5002.49;

Excess of revenue over expenses $121.63; Bank balance December 31,2006 - $8147.41; Bank balance August 14, 2007 - $8,269.04. ($6,000.00 in a short term GIC, and $2,269.04 in bank account)
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 a.m. on a motion by Kim, seconded by Jim.
