        North Dundas Chamber of Commerce Meeting – 7:30 a.m., Wednesday July 18, 2007
Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:37 a.m.  Present were:  Owen Shortt,  John Van Bruinessen,
Jim Carty,  Colin Pring,  Robin Morris,  Bill Smirle.
The agenda was approved by consensus and the minutes were approved on a motion by John, seconded by Jim.

Business Arising:  i)  Executive members have partially finished their “checking with former members who  did not renew their memberships” and most who did not renew were questioning what being a member really meant to them. Chairman Owen urged Executive members to please complete their checking before the end of July.

ii) Fairs/Dairyfest:  The cheques of $1000.00 per event will be forwarded to each of Chesterville, South Mountain and Winchester (two motions under new business, one at a previous meeting). As well volunteers will assist (Robin, Colin, Bill will be available on Friday Evening the 27th July in Chesterville. Others are checking their schedules and will confirm later for Winchester and South Mountain. On an Executive recommendation, Kim will send out a request to  Chamber members to give all  the opportunity to volunteer for these special events.

iii) Hats/T-shirts to be worn by members during special events: It was decided to use only the caps this year and to discuss the T-shirt suggestion for next year. Owen will have the Caps.

iv) Owen reported that the Fire Departments now have the defibulators and that they are at the arenas and Township building, but there is some question re their usage and liability – more information will be researched by Owen.
v) Kim Smith represented us at the North Dundas School Graduation Exercises and presented the $250.00 scholarship award for “a student most likely to open a business in North Dundas”  to student Colton Welsh who has recently forwarded us a very positive “thank you” note.

vi) The issue of “Chamber  Exposure was referred to “New Business”

vii) John reported on his  web-site  progress and thanked those of us who forwarded comments. Unexpected circumstances have slowed his progress, but he is aiming for an end of August  “working website date”.  Applications can be completed and forwarded on the web and when Kim receives the cheque she will add the new names to the site.  Business names are currently noted  alphabetically, but soon they will be able to be listed by service area.  
Robin suggested that we make the pages more attractive by adding pictures and he will be able to assist here with “file pictures”.  Also it was noted that companies will be able to advertise on the web site and Jim pointed out that this was a “value added” incentive for membership.
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New Business:   i) There was general agreement that we need to see more “North Dundas Chamber” signs/ brochures/handouts   around North Dundas  with the website address noted.

ii) Moved by Robin, seconded by John and carried that we assist Dairyfest   with a $1000.00 donation. Owen will check re the possibility of the $’s being used for an activity – eg  The mini golf.
iii) Moved by John, seconded by Jim and carried that we assist South Mountain Agricultural Society  with a $1000.00 donation with the suggestion that it go towards a special event of their choosing.

iv)  Moved by Jim, seconded by Robin and carried that we donate   150 of our “chamber cows” to the September Hospital Golf Tournament  at an approximate cost of $300.00. (This will stress and continue to recognise the importance of Agriculture to North Dundas). The cows will be included in every participants’ package. Each cow is imprinted with North Dundas   Chamber  as well as our address.
v) Our large banner/sign is with Robin and he will get the website address added to it.

vi)  The Executive confirmed that whenever possible the Chamber will do business   with  our members.

vii) The treasurer’s report was approved on a motion by Colin, seconded by Jim.
Highlights were: Total income year to date - $5,124.08; total expenses year to date - $1998.49;

Excess of revenue over expenses - $3,125.59;  Bank  balance as of July 17, 2007 - $11,273.00

(balance   made up of $6,000.00 in a short term GIC and $5,273.00 in bank account)

viii)  Various comments confirmed the need for the Chamber and Council to work together. It was agreed that we will invite Council to meet with the Chamber and sponsor the breakfast – probably the second week of September, possibly on Wednesday, September 12.  Owen, Jim and Bill will form a sub-committee and present a report on a possible agenda at the August meeting of the Chamber. The meeting will be confirmed with councillors by letter and phone calls. The sub-committee was instructed to structure the get-to-gether with a  very   focussed agenda.  At this meeting a time could be requested for a presentation to Council at the earliest possible date. ( one  of  agenda items could be a question of Council re are they meeting with Ottawa re extension of light rail to our area).
ix)  Recently, Owen noticed a Howard’s Bus Line bus from Brockville unloading a group of passengers   in Winchester. On checking he discovered that they were in Winchester for a day of   shopping. Is this a new   opportunity   that can be expanded  for  the benefit of other groups and our  merchants?  Owen will  look  into this  and report back.
The meeting adjourned at 8:57 a.m. on a motion by John, seconded by Robin.

